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Name _______________________________________________________________________________  
 

There are three types of service for the Vigil Service; Prayer Service (suitable for congregations of mixed 

Faiths); Prayer Service with rosary (suitable for congregations of mixed faiths); Rosary alone (suitable 

where most of the congregations are Roman Catholic). 

The celebration of the Vigil is the time for the Christian community to offer both prayer and consolation 

to the members of the bereaved family.  It is also the best time to have memorials, eulogies, as well as 

secular music and readings reflecting on the Word of God.  Through intercessory prayer we call upon our 

God of Mercy to provide an opportunity for family and friends to recall the memory of their loved one.  

Other prayers, along with the Rosary, are also encouraged since they help us to reflect upon the Paschal 

Mystery and so lead us to a greater sense of hope at this time of grief. 

The Vigil Service may be held in the funeral home or the parish church. The Leader of Prayer for the 

Vigil Service may be a Layperson, Deacon or Priest.  Members of the Legend of Mary Ministry are 

available for leading the Rosary. 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

This includes prayers and an introduction from the Priest, Deacon or Leader. 

READING 

Old Testament ________________________________________________________________________  

New Testament _______________________________________________________________________  

MEDITATIONS WHEN PRAYING THE ROSARY (Optional) 

These commonly include a short reading from scripture to illustrate a decade of the Rosary followed by 

the praying of that decade. 

REFLECTIONS 

Here the Priest, Deacon or Leader may offer reflections based on the life of the deceased in relation to the 

gospel.  Reflections, other readings, and eulogies may follow. 

CONCLUDING PRAYERS 

Prayers conclude the Vigil Service. 

 

 


